


To that end, I have asked Jeff Drury to serve as the list "DJ" or 

whatever you Web savvy folks are calling such a position. He has 

kindly agreed. Thanks, Jeff. Please send news items you would like 

circulated on the list to Jeff by Saturdays at 6:00 p.m.  He will 

compile the items and send out a weekly posting on Sundays. Of course 

if you have a time-sensitive item, send it to the list yourself. 

 

Please do not hesitate to send items describing awards you have won, 

publications, and other accomplishments. All of us like to hear this 

good news as the program benefits as a whole from the accomplishments 

of each of its members. Likewise, do not hesitate from sharing sad 

news either. In both cases, it you are sending news about a colleague, 

please check with him or her first. 

 

I am looking forward to hearing more from all of you. 

 

Best wishes,  

Sue 

 

*********************************** 

 

FACULTY NEWS 

 

The Provost recently renewed Steve Lucas's Evjue-Bascom chair for 

another six years noting that Lucas has put this prestigious 

professorship to good work. Congratulations to Steve! 

 

Sue Zaeske has accepted Communication Arts Department Chair Vance 

Kepley's invitation to serve as associate chair. She will begin 

associate chair responsibilities in the fall at which time Lea Jacobs 

will take over as Director of Graduate Studies. 

 

Steve received sad news recently from Professor Emeritus Edwin Black. 

Ed is suffering from an inoperable brain tumor and likely will not 

recover. Our thoughts are with him and his wife, Sharon Ruhly.   

 







featuring robust members of the UW faculty (well, I can speak for one 

of us anyway). Unlike the monstrosity that is the NCA convention, the 

Public Address conference is a much smaller affair with a single 

session that allows participants to develop and push themes/ideas for 

several days in a row. I am hoping UW-Madison will make a good showing 

at this conference, as we did at RSA, because it will improve the 

chances of winning our bid to host the 2008 conference here in 

Madison.  

 

*********************************** 

 

>>ZAESKE ON C-SPAN<< 

 

Back on April 28 I traveled to Washington, D.C., by invitation of the 

U.S. Capitol Historical Society to deliver a paper at its symposium 

entitled "Congress and Slavery in the 1840s and 1850s." The symposium 

was directed by Professor Paul Finkelman, University of Oklahoma Law 

School, and featured several highly-prestigious historians such as 

professors David Brion Davis (Yale), David Blight (Yale), and Michael 

F. Holt (University of Virginia).  Finkelman praised the work being 

done in the field of rhetoric when he introduced Professor David 

Zarefsky (Northwestern University) and me. My paper was entitled "‘A 

Nest of Rattlesnakes Let Loose Among Them’: Congressional Debates over 

Women’s Antislavery Petitions, 1835-1845."  

 

The entire day-long symposium was aired on C-Span on May 30 with the 

title "Congress Confronting Slavery." After it aired I received emails 

from people around the country. One fellow with the email address 

GlockM22@ . . ., who identified himself as a "a southern white male 

with a B. A. in political science from the University of South 

Carolina" and "a former republican," said he was not offended by my 

analysis of the southern code of honor but rated my delivery as sub 

par and recommended that I "slow down my dialogue."  Somehow I suspect 

he did indeed have some problems with the gender analysis. Bottom 

line: going public with scholarship, especially gender analysis, was 

an eye opener!       

  

 



*********************************** 

 

>>STUDENT NEWS<< 

 

Jeff Drury was accepted for the NCA National Honors Doctoral Seminar, 

taking place at Purdue University this July. He will be working with 

Dana Cloud, Dilip Gaonkar, Marouf Hasian and 8 other doctoral students 

at the week-long seminar. 





 

Should you decide that you want to participate in the vote, please e-

mail me your top choice by Saturday, June 25. Keep in mind that you 

are going to see the chosen name in the subject line of an e-mail 

every week for at least another year (while I’m helming the 

newsletter). Along with your vote, feel free to include any news or 

information you would like featured in the next issue. 

 

*********************************** 

 

>>STUDENT NEWS<< 

 

Kathryn Palmer’s masters thesis has been accepted for publication by 

Rhetoric and Public Affairs.  The thesis is titled "On Trial: 

Conflicting Versions of Emma Goldman's Address to the Jury" and grew 

out of her discovery of two substantially different texts of Goldman's 

Address while conducting research for Steve's top one-hundred book.  

Pending final revisions, the article will hopefully appear within the 

next year or so.  

 







such questions as:   

 

- What are the political, philosophical, and ethical commitments that  

ground the pursuit and promotion of reconciliation? In particular,  

what is the status of the reconciling subject and how does  

reconciliation bear on the formation of individual and collective  

identity? 

 

- What cultural and historical factors enable and/or preclude  

reconciliation in deeply divided societies? How do reconciliation’s  

roots in religion and theology enable and limit its appeal? What are  

the risks associated with modeling formal reconciliation initiatives?  

 

-How can we better understand and explain the process of  

reconciliation? What are the specific communicative, discursive, and  

rhetorical elements of reconciliation? Can the power of the word that  

inheres in reconciliation be presupposed in situations characterized  

by trauma and deep division? What does reconciliation do with history?  

 

-Precisely how is reconciliation related to other central and  

frequently controversial elements of transitional justice, e.g. the  

concepts of truth, reparation, amnesty, forgiveness, retribution,  

accountability, restoration, memorialization, and economic  

redistribution?  

 

-Does the idea of “political reconciliation” imply that reconciliation  

is a form or mode of politics? How might such a politics contribute to  

our understanding of democracy? Does reconciliation issue an important  

challenge to the tenets of democratic liberalism? 

 

-How can formal and informal reconciliation initiatives be critically  

and fairly evaluated? What are the unexpected gains and hidden costs  

of attempts to promote reconciliation?  

 

-What is the relationship between institutional, civil society, and  

local attempts to promote reconciliation?  

 

A significant portion of the symposium will take plenary form and  

feature a series of invited addresses by leading scholars,  

practitioners, and critics of reconciliation. Confirmed speakers  

include:  

 

- Charles Villa-Vicencio, Director of the Institute for Justice and  

Reconciliation, Cape Town 

 

- Philippe-Joseph Salazar, Distinguished Professor of Humane Letters,  

University of Cape Town 

 

The symposium also invites papers of 25-30 minutes in length on topics  

that engage with its thematic concern for the nature, dynamics, and  

outcomes of reconciliation. The symposium planners encourage proposals  

and papers that draw from a wide range of disciplines and  





launches and it is interesting to see how they focus on U.S. rhetoric  

as much as U.S. action in justifying their missile tests. If you’re  

interested in reading it (even if it’s merely for the counter- 

argument), it’s available at:  

http://www.kcna.co.jp/item/2006/200607/news07/07.htm#1 

 

Have a good week! 

http://www.kcna.co.jp/item/2006/200607/news07/07.htm#1




 

*********************************** 

 

Have a good week! 





 

This list should be considered suggestive rather than definitive; any 

paper 

positioned in the intersection of culture, rhetoric, and composition 

studies will be strongly considered. 

 

We are also keenly interested in the intersection of rhetoric and 

technology and media--the ways in which popular 

technologies/media(tions) 

shape the rhetorics of argumentation, persuasion, and culture. Papers 

considering the three-way intersection of rhetoric, culture, and 

technology/media are encouraged. 

 

Alternative session formats will be considered.  Please explain format 

and 

what is to be gained from this format in your abstract. A/V equipment 

will 

be limited to TV monitors and DVD players; there is a possibility of a 

limited number of monitors with VGA inputs (for PowerPoint 

presentations 

and the like), though this is not guaranteed. 

 

Graduate student submissions are welcome.  Professors/instructors are 

invited to present with their graduate and undergraduate students. 

Limited 

support for graduate student and international travel is available on 

a 

competitive basis--for further details, see: 

 

http://www.popularculture.org/2007%20PAGES/General%20Information/2007%

20Travel%20Grant%20Submissions.htm 

 

*********************************** 

 

Have a good week! 

 

http://www.popularculture.org/2007%20PAGES/General%20Information/2007%20Travel%20Grant%20Submissions.htm
http://www.popularculture.org/2007%20PAGES/General%20Information/2007%20Travel%20Grant%20Submissions.htm




HEX Program Coordinator 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

 

*********************************** 

 

>>STUDENT NEWS<< 

 

Susanna Weinstein’s book review of Rhetoric Before and Beyond the 

Greeks, by  

Carol S. Lipson and Roberta A. Binkley, eds., appeared in the Summer 

2006  

issue of Rhetoric and Public Affairs. Be sure to check out her 

thoughts  

about the book. 

 

*********************************** 

 

Have a good week! 

 





 

*********************************** 

 

>>STUDENT NEWS<< 

 

Sarah Jedd has been awarded the 2006 Top Student Paper from the NCA 

Feminist and Women's Studies Division for her paper entitled “Pregnant 

with Potential: Embodied Activism in the Comic Frame.” 

  

Congratulations, Sarah! 

 

*********************************** 

 

Have a good week. 





>>STUDENT NEWS<< 

 

Paul Stob has been awarded a 2006 Top Paper Award from the NCA 

Division on Communication and the Law for his paper entitled “Chisholm 

v. Georgia and the Rhetoric of Representation.” 

  

Congratulations, Paul! 

 

*********************************** 

 

Have a good week. 

http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/nca/nca06/index.php?click_key=19&cmd=Multi+Search+Search+Load+Publication+For+Extra&publication_id=119636&PHPSESSID=208b693df0ac9b9aac27121940f5e585
http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/nca/nca06/index.php?click_key=19&cmd=Multi+Search+Search+Load+Publication+For+Extra&publication_id=119636&PHPSESSID=208b693df0ac9b9aac27121940f5e585




 

Good luck, 

Sue 

 

*********************************** 

 

>>WORD OF THE YEAR<< 

 

Of interest to those who study words: 

 

Pluto's revenge: 'Word of the Year' award 

 

7 January 2007 (CNN) -- Pluto may no longer be a planet, but it has a 

new claim to fame: "Plutoed" has been chosen 2006 Word of the Year by 

the American Dialect Society. 

 

The society defined "to pluto" as "to demote or devalue someone or 

something, as happened to the former planet Pluto when the General 

Assembly of the International Astronomical Union decided Pluto no 

longer met its definition of a planet." 

 

The former planet had some tough competition in the voting, which took 

place Friday at the ADS' annual meeting, held in Anaheim, California. 

 

"Plutoed" won in a runoff against "climate canary," defined as "an 

organism or species whose poor health or declining numbers hint at a 

larger environmental catastrophe on the horizon." 

 

The runner-up was "macaca" or "macaca moment," defined as "treating an 

American citizen as an alien" -- a reference to a campaign remark by 

former Virginia Sen. George Allen that some say marked the beginning 

of the end for his re-election hopes. 

 

*********************************** 

 

Enjoy the rest of your break! 







I know that many of you are already thinking about submitting a 

proposal for the RSA 2008 conference in Seattle. You can find the CFP, 

which you already received, and more information about submitting a 

proposal on our website: www.rhetoricsociety.org. Your submissions are 

not due until September 15, but our online submission process and 

website are now up and running. We are now ready to receive your 

submissions. 

 

You may be thinking of an individual presentation or a panel 

presentation that would be suitable for RSA, and of course we welcome 

those; especially welcome are panels that involve four or five people 

as presenters and responders, because audiences find them especially 

inviting.  

 

But I also want to take a moment to emphasize a third kind of proposal 

you have the option of submitting to RSA this year: special format 

proposals. Is there a topic you are interested in that would be best 

served by a non-traditional format? Have you ever wanted to extend 

your Q & A time to allow for more interaction with your audience? 

Perhaps yours is a topic that could benefit from the sharing of a 

number of perspectives or is a concern for deliberation among many 

members of our organization or the field of rhetorical studies more 

broadly. If so, please consider proposing a special format session. 

The conference planners will be giving special consideration to 

sessions that promise to include the audience by using a unique format 

or by limiting the length of presentations by speakers.  

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to 

Seattle because it will be an exciting venue for RSA. In a few weeks, 

I'll be writing with more information about the site of our 

conference, emphasizing the facility we'll be using and the 

attractions that will—in cooperation with our conference—draw you to 

Seattle. You can also expect other emails detailing the specific 

features and accommodations—academic and logistical—that our 

conference will offer to graduate students.  

 

It's all a way of expressing my excitement at the prospect of 

welcoming you to Seattle and RSA 2008. In the meantime, best wishes 

for the rest of your summer.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jack Selzer  

RSA President Elect 

Speaking from past experience, it should be a fun and valuable 

experience! 

 

*********************************** 

 

Enjoy the rest of your break and send me your news! 

http://www.rhetoricsociety.org/




Professor Zaeske, who was promoted to full professor in January  

(sorry I missed the news in the Times’ absence). 

 

Professor Garlough, whose piece, “Transfiguring Criminality:  

Eclectic Representations of a Female Bandit in Indian Nationalist  

and Feminist Rhetoric,” was the lead article in the most recent  

edition of the Quarterly Journal of Speech (93.3 [August 2007]). 

 

Jeff Drury, whose submission to NCA’s Rhetorical and Communication  

Theory Division was selected as a top student paper. 

 

*********************************** 

 

Have a great weekend! 





April. Submission deadline is October 1. Most divisions require  

completed papers in APA format, not just an abstract. For more  

information and specific division requirements, see the website:  

http://www.csca-net.org/ 

 

*********************************** 

 

>>FACULTY & STUDENT NEWS<< 

 

Kudos to the powers that be for getting new iMacs for graduate student  

offices. These computers are certainly a nice addition and will make  

our jobs easier.  

 

*********************************** 

 

Have a great week! 





Dissertators are eligible to get travel funding from the Graduate  

Student Collaborative. They award approximately 200 $600 Vilas Travel  

Grants per year for dissertators to attend conferences or travel for  

research. The submission window for this year’s awards is between  

October 1 and October 31. More information is available at the GSC  

website: http://www.grad.wisc.edu/admin/gsc/vilasfellowships.html 

 

*********************************** 

 

>>FACULTY & STUDENT NEWS<< 

 

Congratulations are in order for Susanna, who defended her Master’s 

thesis, entitled "The Experience of Pain or Pain as Experience? A 

Critical-Theoretical Inquiry into the Rhetorical Construction of 

Pain", on Monday, September 10.  

 

*********************************** 

 

Have a great weekend! 


